Website Content Planning
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What's Content?

The things that are held or included in something.

Information made available by a website or other
electronic medium.



It's King.
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"Rushing on to programming and pushing
pixels makes for content that looks shoehorned
rather than fully integrated and will only require

late-game revisions.”

— Kristin Wemmer

https://www.smashingmagazine.com/2010/03/starting-out-organized-website-content-planning-the-
right-way/



Where to start?

Previous site or redesign?

New website”



Starting Content Planning

* Research, explore, and scour
* |dentify types and entity properties
« Communicate

* Jake inventory



Content Planning

Macro-planning vs. Micro-planning



Macro-planning

Site maps.

A hierarchical list of pages.



Macro-planning: Sitemap

* Home
* About
* Contact
* News
* SEervices

e \WWhat we do



Macro-planning: Sitemap

* Describes broad website structure
* (Great for navigation and hierarchy
* Lacks content type description

* |Lacks development hints



Macro-planning

Visual sitemap.

A hierarchical list of pages,
drawn as a diagram.



Macro-planning: Visual sitemap

Home | | |
Web Graphic . Contact
: SEO ili . Portfolio
. | Design Usability Design Us
Price
Summary Autho:ing]
= & Wiiting
" Simple — N ~
’ , Principals Logo
Sitemap S Atticle | & Methods Crea%ion
Price Creation R -
Plan Bloas User- Corporate
aU Blog 4 Research Identity Kits
eCommerce
. F \ .
Sites ] orums We bsite Business
l_ — Web | Effectiveness Card Design
Plan Content ) "
EVf\.;ebsnte Letterhead
p— .
Mobile [mernet - e L
Site s Marketing ) \
Web;nte Brochures
Price Organic Utility & Folders
Plan (SEO) ) Y
Website Banner
Link-Building Leamability Desian
Abilities | -
™ n ~
Social M.edia Websitg_ Coupon
- Languages] Marketing Memorability Creation
Pay-Per-Click Image !
) (PPC) Refinishing
— Platforms \
Social Y
" Bookmarks Clrn;:tgien
— Databass 8 2
Review Sites "\
) & Directories Printing
| App Services

Development Site
Analytics




Macro-planning: Visual sitemap

Displays structure and relationships
Great for categorization and grouping
Still lacks content type descriptions

Difficult to express associated content relationships



Macro-planning

Wireframe.

An image or set of images displaying functional elements
of a webpage, typically used for planning
a site's structure and functionality.



Macro-planning: Wireframe
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Macro-planning: Wireframe

* Displays page structure and element relationships
* Shows relational proximity and content areas
* Implicitly describes content descriptions

* More tunctionally related than content descriptive



Not done.

Content planning does not stop at a sitemap and a
wireframe. The content has been barely described at all.




Remember...

Content is the
information that is made available
on a website or digital medium.



Micro-planning

Content types

|[dentify types of content and describe their properties.



Micro-planning: Types

* |dentitying content entities can be tricky

* The types of content you create are discretionary

* Wordpress comes with some content types ready

to go out of the box

* Posts, Pages, Ca

examples of diffe

‘egories, Media are all
'ent content types each with

shared and unigu

e properties.



Identifying Content Types

* Does an individual item belong to a collection??
* Does an item exist on its own?
* Does an item have unigue information®

* Does an item have a group, or aftiliation?



If you answered yes...

You have a prime candidate for a content type.

|[dentify types of content and describe their properties.



Movie Title
Reviewer
Rating

Plot synopsis
Article body

Representative image

INNNY

Q The Monochrome Group
‘ | March 24 at 7:.00am @
Jower Rancers

Reviewec by David Posacny

& our of 10

2lot: A group of nigh-schoo! kids, who are irfused with Cnique
superpowars. harness their ahilities in order to csave the woarkd - MDD

f you were znybody alive in the 20's, you could esczpe the knowlkedge
of the unstoppable force that is The Pawer Rangers. A teanage
fantasy of kicking evil's autt wh le lock ng cocl, 't was insanaly cheesy
cut did well in brandi~g and selling toys. Now, with Hollywocd having
remzde virtually every 80's movie prozerty, we are transitioning intc
remzKing the 80’c. Shockingly, '1s not half bad.

Soiv's not a disaster, but then agsin expectations weren't insane 'y
nigr. This ie a high s¢~00 movie starring beauti“ul people (Zech Efron
2.0 ‘s front anc center) all building to a giant battle betweer robot
cinosaurs ard 3 monste- made of gold. All that rezlly matters is if we
1ad a gooc time watcting it. Thanks to some slick camera znd
character introductons, directar Dea~ Isrealite (Project Alimanac) gets
things maving Juickly oy giving us snme ente-tainng dialogue a~d
well-choreogrephed car chases. | he tilm does a good ob of zuilding
towards the inevitable moment when our herzes ¢an “inally morph,
that it almaost proves 10 te a rushzd clisapoointment when they dc (I
want more bonding anc fight rmontages!) Carmp and cheese abound,
cut not to the point of parodying itself, which is refresting to see t-at
the director seems to heve s_ch a corfident ~and on the material.

As Hollywood contirues its zrend of remzking every decade of pop
culzure (Animaniacs a~d Speed remakes comring uo?), we can breathz
a small sizh of relie’ that it seams actual effort was put inta th's big
screen version of the Pawer Rangers. Sure, t's a cretty dumb movie,
cut considering the so.rce material we cculd simely have gotten a
Transforreres clone remake thet would have made some mo~ey ard
then been “orgotien. Power Rargers actually tree to flesh out its 1ab-
‘ive, making them relevant to teens today and gving us somecne to
invest in under the suit when the robots cocme oot to play. It 'sn't
cerfect, but it proves to be a heck of a lo: of ‘un.




Trailer Chat
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DOCUMENT TYPES

Unique or controlled content.

TRAILER REVIEW TYPE

A Trailer Review Type serves as a document pertaining to The Monochrome Group’s (TMC) series of trailer
review videos. This document collection presents a reverse chronological post series with single views.

Properties:

Title

Synopsis
Description/Text
Trailer Title

YouTube Video Id
Channel Identity

A. Trailer Chat

B. Trailer Chat Reaction Ed.
C. The Cut

. Expected Release Date

TmoOw >

Trailer Rating

Approval flag

Credits - List of Contributors and roles (derived from Group Member Type)
a. Member Entity

b. Role

« I



Why is this sweet?

You've just assembled the single most useful roadmap in
the welbsite and content planning process.



‘contentltem”: { function contentltem(w,x,y,z) {
“title”: “Some sweet title.”, this.title = w;
‘reviewer”: "D. Posadny”, this.reviewer = Xx;
‘rating”: 8, this.rating = v;
“ImageUr!”: “/1280x720" this.imageUrl = z;

} j

public class contentltem class contentltem

{ {
string title {get; set;} oublic static $title;
string reviewer {get; set;} oublic static $reviewer
int rating {get; set;} public static $rating
string imageUrl {get; set;} oublic static $imageUr!

} }



“‘Modern CMS’ have templates that can

accommodate a wide variety
this might make it seem as't

of content, and
nough content

organization and architectu

re aren't your

poroblem, but they are!”

— Kristin Wemmer

https://www.smashingmagazine.com/2010/03/starting-out-organized-website-content-planning-the-

right-way/






